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Experimental Al Lending Helping Hand to Fruit Producers

Researchers in Japan have been conducting
experiments using robotics and Artificial
Intelligence(AD) to alleviate fruit farmers’
reliance on scarce labor while supporting
those who are aging and have no successor.

In 2019, a research team in the faculty of
engineering at the University of Yamanashi,
headed by Professor Mao Xiaoyang,
developed a device that can perform so-called
berry thinning in which clusters of grapes
are removed to allow space for those that
remain to grow larger. When a farmer,
wearing goggles with a small camera
attached, nears a cluster of grapes, the Al
estimates the number of berries in each
bunch and highlights those that should be

A farmer performing berry
thinning using “SmartGlass”

removed.

There had already been an app developed that estimated the number of berries
when grapes are placed in a special container, but the new device, called

“SmartGlass,” is even more user-friendly because it allows a person to use
both hands for grape thinning, as called for by growers.

The use of Al-based agriculture will encourage new entries. But cost cuts and
an improvement in user-friendliness are still needed for its practical
application.

H L : Kyodo News, Nov 4, 2021, “FEATURE: Experimental Al lending helping
hand to fruit producers” XV —@Hkky, 2,
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